Minutes of Friends of Knocklofty Bushcare Annual General Meeting 19 January 2011


Held at Greg Summers’ home, 77 Lansdowne Crescent West Hobart

Present: Jim Anderson, Robyn and Wally Mounster, Astrid (in the chair). Greg Summers, Sonya Stallbaum (HCC Bushcare coordinator), Pam Elwell, Bruce Champion (Minutes secretary, MS).
Apologies: Ian Johnson, Adrienne Willing, David Obendorf, Tony Ault
1. Convenor’s Report:  Astrid read her report and some of the major items were discussed more fully later. 
2. FOKL Officers: The following agreed to hold positions for 2011
	Office
	2011

	Coordinator
	Astrid Wright (happy to do for another year)

	Equipment Officers
	Wally and Robyn Mounster

	Weed Spray Officer
	Wally Mounster

	Qualified in Senior First Aid

* indicates refresher course due
	Greg Summers, Adrienne Willing, Miles Cooper, Tony Ault* , Bruce Champion*
Wally & Robyn* Mounster, Vicky Martin, Astrid Wright*, Jim Anderson*

	Flora Officer
	Bruce Champion

	Fauna Officer
	David Obendorf 

	Publicity Officer
	Not considered necessary this year

	Web Master
	Rex Bunn


3. First Aid course  
Sonya was asked to try to arrange for more of FoKL core members to have a refresher course during 2011.
4. FOKL activities program for 2011
The program prepared before the meeting was circulated (MS - revision 1 attached with Mt Stuart as the meeting location for activities on the Summit and beyond). 
5. Neighbourhood Weeding
5.1 Mrs. Fielding’s Property

Jim asked if the HCC could put an abatement notice on Mrs Fielding for removal of her gorse, Euryops and thistles as they are weed invaders and increase the fire hazard of the area.  Unfortunately the main fire threat is to the Reserve, not private dwellings, so it may not be feasible.  Sonya was asked to discuss this matter with Steve Bresnehan.  She suggested waiting until Mrs Fielding died before pursuing the matter further.  However, FoKL members pointed out that we had been waiting over 10 years for some action to be taken by the HCC.  Sonya was asked to determine if Mrs Fielding’s property is still on the HCC’s “wish to purchase” list of properties.  She to discuss with Jill Hickey. 

5.2 Aussat Quarry

Terry Housden, Facilities Services Manager for Optus, has contacted Sonya again to explain their delay in agreeing to having the gorse along the Reserve boundary cleared by our contractor.  Sonya is keen that they put something toward the project.  They are concerned with insurance coverage for FoKL doing follow up work on their property.  We have insurance coverage for work on private land by our affiliation with Extra Hands who have coverage through the Tasmanian Landcare Association.
5.3 Bimbadene Court

HCC has acquired two blocks off Bimbadene Court and has asked FoKL to help pay for contractors to remove the gorse, Euryops and other weeds from these steep blocks.  A quote has been received from Tasflora for $11,000 and FoKL has asked for a second quote to be obtained.  Sonya advised that Regnans has closed and there is no other weed contractor in Hobart.  FoKL has agree to pay half. (MS - Contact has been made with Di Harris of Regnans and she advised that Justin and Karen are to continue the Regnans business.  She will continue working with them on a reduced hours basis for some time to come.  Di has been asked to provide contact details for Justin and Karen so that we can get HCC to ask for a second quote.)
5.4 Last house south side Forest Road
Foxglove is spreading into the Reserve from the last house on the south side of Forest Road.  Astrid will deal with the encroachment and has been advise by Jill Hickey to write a short note to the owners, enclosing a ‘Garden Plants are Going Bush and Becoming Environmental Weeds’ pamphlet, and offering our help to remove them from their property.
6. Hours Worked
Astrid has again been asked to estimate the number of hours that FoKL key personnel work outside our regular activities.  To assist her all key personnel and any other FoKL people that do work either on the Reserve or at home on behalf of FoKL are asked to log their hours in a diary or on a calendar so that the total numbers of hours worked can more accurately provided to Sonya.  Bruce advised about 40 hours for Activity Day notices, weed survey & report, Poets Rd landscape plan submission, moisture meter investigation and Forest Rd carpark extension landscape plan and submission.  Greg has tallied up 80 hours and Wally and Robyn 10 hours this past year.  Total volunteer hours worked by FoKL were 1030.
7. FoKL Files
Tony Ault has passed all his old FoKL files on to Astrid and they take up two drawers and a cupboard.  Bruce offered to help reduce the quantity of material older than five years to annual, financial, and grant reports, grant applications and a copy of the video and that this material be put in an archive box and given to the Tasmanian Archives office in Murray Street with an enclosed note detailing the contents.  Astrid and Bruce to action this. 
8. FoKL Frog Booklet

This was revised and 400 copies have just been printed by the Xerox Shop for $368.00.  Copies were distributed to those present.  Astrid and Bruce each took a box of booklets home for later distribution to the three local Primary Schools.
9. Funds
Astrid detailed the funds available to FoKL as follows:

Funds held by HCC on behalf of FoKL and in cash
$11,489.55
Funds owing from Aurora for last year’s work, invoice to Sonya this evening
$3,310.00
10. Plantings
10.1 Poets Road Quarry

Sonya reported that the landscaping plan for the Poets Road Quarry has been revised to include all our suggestions and is to be submitted to Council for final approval.  (MS – the public notification sign needs to be removed from the Main Fire Trail at the Forest Road carpark entrance.)
10.2 Forest Road Carpark

Bruce has prepared a landscape plan and a submission for the back area (extension) of the Forest Road carpark that has been blocked off with large rocks.  He circulated unapproved copies of the plan and gave Astrid and Sonya copies of the submission.  He will finalise the plan and make a disc copy of all the information for Astrid to send to Rob Mather.  The plan is innovative in that it relies on rock filled channels around the area to provide water by capillary action to try to maintain moisture in the mounded planting areas and thus hopefully enable this area to be successfully revegetated.
10.3 Water Reservoir
Southern Water have replied to Sonya re plantings and shade cloth on the fence around the main Knocklofty Reservoir.  They have said it will be OK to plant small and tall shrubs 1.5 to 2m out from the fence.  Bruce will prepare a planting plan.  They also said that the fence may not be necessary and may be removed.  We await further advice from Southern Water.
11. Grasslands Workshop

The Grasslands Workshops on the Queens Domain on 6 February and Knocklofty Reserve 20 February (in lieu of our weeding activity) have been set up by Sonya to help Bushcare members recognise our indigenous grasses.  All are welcome to attend and Sonya asked that we widely advertise the Knocklofty Reserve workshop.

12. Glover Trail
A lady (Jean) seconded to the HCC Bushland Group from the Royal Tasmanian Botanical gardens has prepared an interpretation walk presentation for the Glover Trail.  Sonya reported that Anna Bluck the HCC’s Bushland Interpretation Officer believes it to be a very good presentation.  Sonya will advise when it can be presented to FoKL members.

13. Promotional Video
Sonya presented the promotional video for bushcare in Hobart at the HCC Bushcare Christmas party to great acclaim.  Sonya commented that Jim Anderson’s contribution was excellent.  Jim is yet to see the video.  Sonya is considering giving copies to that that appear in interviews on the video.  It can be viewed on the HCC’s website,

 www.hobartcity.com.au/bushcare .
14. Water Grant
Sonya reported that she and Elise Cox had inspected the Salvator Rosa Glen after/during the recent heavy rain and found the remediation and plantings are working well and there are some signs of silting occurring in the stone work and litter impeding the flow rate of the run off and down the stream bed as was intended.

15. Watch Activities
Water Watch, Bird  and/or Frog Watch?  There was no interest among the attendees so these are not scheduled for 2011.
Flora Watch? Could be scheduled for 18 September 2011 if there is any interest.
16. Back to West Hobart
A “Back to West Hobart” event has been scheduled for April and Astrid has been asked to provide a FoKL poster display.  Hill Street from Arthur Street to Lansdowne Crescent to be closed to traffic for poster displays of old West Hobart hotels and early day activities.  FoKL will also provide post cards and Frog booklets.
17. Aurora Wayleave
Astrid and Bruce are very pleased with the work we have done on the Aurora wayleaves.  Bruce did a detailed survey of work to be done and this will enable us to focus on the areas still needing work.  The technique Bruce has tested for cutting and pasting large trees has proven to be successful.  He cuts close to horizontal and pastes heavily, especially around the cambium (sap flow) layer, then waits until the glyphosate is nearly sucked in and pastes heavily again.  This is repeated until the glyphosate pools on the top of the stump and may require 5 or 6 repeat heavy pastings.  All the tree stumps he ribboned in 2009 year have died.  This technique should be adopted for any large tree we have yet to clear on the sides of the wayleaves and any stumps that are coppicing which can be recut below the coppices.  Few coppiced tree stumps were noted during his survey suggesting that cutting and pasting all the coppice shoots can kill coppicing stumps.  Inspection, and treatment where necessary, of all old stumps in the Summit area is to be done during this year’s activities.
18. Knocklofty Reserve to be Closed on Total Fire ban days
FoKL wrote to the HCC suggesting that they close Knocklofty Reserve and other Hobart Reserves on Total Fire Ban days to reduce the possibility of fire bugs having easy access to the Reserve to start a fire.  This suggested action been accepted by the HCC and is now Council policy.
An excellent supper provided by Jenny and Greg was enjoyed by all during the latter part of the meeting.

	FoKL Activity Calendar for 2011 – Revision 1 

Thursdays [9 to 11.30 am], Sundays [2 to 4.30 pm]. 

Note: Activities subject to change without notice due to needs and weather

	Thursday 3rd  February
	Gorse weeding on the slopes at the top of Salvator Rosa Glen and east along to the Southern Fire Trail, KR18.  Meet at Forest Rd carpark.

	Thursday 17th February
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the  Mt StuartR1 carpark.

	Sunday 20th   February
	Native Grasslands Workshop – learn all about our beautiful grasses. Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 3rd  March
	Gorse weeding at the end of the Southern Fire Trail on the western side, KR9.  Meet at the Mt StuartR1 carpark.

	Thursday 17th March
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Sunday 20th March
	More primary gorse weeding along the extension of Forest Road beyond the boom gate.  Meet at Forest Rd carpark

	Thursday 7th April
	Gorse removal along Knocklofty Terrace Fire Trail from Site 35 and across to the Reflecting Pond track to Mrs Fielding’s boundary, KR15. Meet at Fielding Drive entrance

	Sunday 17th April
	Weeding east of the Reflecting Pond and along the Aussat fence. Meet at the Fielding Drive entrance.

	Thursday 21st April
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 5th May
	Weeding around the lookout, especially the blackberries, KR20c. Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Sunday 15th May
	Weeding from Glover Track to Hotel Pacific, especially along top of sandstone ledge, KR21.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 19th May
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 2nd June
	Gorse weeding around Dave’s pond area from Mt Stuart Circuit track back towards Mt Stuart carpark, KR6.  Meet at the Mt Stuart carpark.

	Thursday 16th June
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Sunday 19th June
	Gorse weeding along western side of Mt Stuart track from Fiona Allan track, KR3.  Meet at the Mt Stuart carpark.

	Thursday 7th   July
	Euryops weeding along fence line from Mt Stuart Rd end of KR4 above Bimbadene Court blocks bought by HCC.  Meet at the Mt Stuart carpark.

	Sunday 17th July
	Gorse weeding around southern side of Trig Hill especially in old quarries, KR24.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark. 

	Thursday 21st July
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day. Meet at the Forest Road carpark.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.


	FoKL Activity Calendar for 2011 – Revision 1  [continued]
Thursdays [9 to 11.30 am], Sundays [2 to 4.30 pm]. 

Note: Activities subject to change without notice due to needs and weather

	Thursday 4th August
	Gorse weeding between Mt Stuart TrackR1 and Mrs Fielding’s fence north west from Bandicoot Corridor, KR13.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 18th August
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Sunday 21st August
	Gorse weeding along the uphill side of the Sandy Spit Track from the Sandy Spit to Salvator Rosa Glen, KR18.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 1st September
	Gorse weeding Bandicoot Corridor from Mrs Fielding’s Fire Trail toward the Reservoir, KR20.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 15th September
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Sunday 18th September
	Spreading woodchips around Forest Road carpark mounds or Flora Watch, KR 20d.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 6th October
	Gorse weeding uphill from the Mt Stuart Circuit track to Summit Loop track, KR10.  Meet at the Mt Stuart carpark.

	Sunday 16th October
	Weeding from Janets Pond to Salvator Rosa Glen along the eastern side of the Main Fire trailR1, especially blackberries, KR20b.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark

	Thursday 20th October
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day. Meet at the Forest Road carpark.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark.

	Thursday 3rd November 
	Gorse weeding in the summit area especially on the northern side in the Knocklofty Leek Orchid site area, KR12.  Meet at the Mt StuartR1 carpark.

	Thursday 17th November
	Wayleave maintenance in an area to be decided on the day.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark

	Sunday 20th  November
	More primary gorse weeding along the extension of Forest Road beyond the boom gate.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark

	Thursday 1st December
	Activity to be advised.  Meet at the Forest Road carpark
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